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The following message from the Acton
Police Dept. was forwarded to the Gates e-
mail list on 10/30/07 in response to an
individual acting strangely in West Acton.
You may recall having read it. I also
thought it was worthwhile to distribute
through the Gazette

Acton Police officer, Det. Keith
Campbell, and I have been in close contact
regarding this issue. Det. Campbell spoke
to the sixth grade students on Thursday
before dismissal to assure them that the
police were watching the individual. More
importantly, however, Det. Campbell
reviewed the behavior students should take
with strangers : stay clear of the stranger,
do not divulge personal information to the
stranger, walk in pairs or small groups

We’ll continue to forward e-mail
information to the Gates e-mail list and
Gates staff as it comes to us from the Acton
Police Dept. or our Central Office.

The following dates are worthy to note:

Nov. 13, Tuesday, PT0 Meeting, Library,
7:00 PM
Gift Wrap Paper, Pick-up, Caf.,

Nov. 14, Wednesday, Auction Meeting,
Library, 7:00

Nov. 15, 16, Thursday, Friday, Author
Debbie Miller visits Gates, schedule will
follow

Nov. 18, Sunday evening, 7:00-9:30, Simon

Mon., Nov. 12th

Veteran’s Day,
NO SCHOOL

Tue., Nov. 13th

PTO Meeting, 
Gates Library,
7:00 PM

Wed., Nov. 14th

Auction Meeting,
Gates Library,
7:15 PM

Fri., Nov. 16th

Gates School 
SPIRIT DAY!

Sun., Nov. 18th

Evening of Giving,
Burlington Mall,

Key Dates

stranger, walk in pairs or small groups
whenever possible and seek adult help if at
all possible. His short talk was effective. He
answered several students’ questions in
each sixth grade classroom.

Although the e-mail references
Halloween, Acton Police will continue to
monitor this individual in the coming weeks

Please contact me if you have any
questions.

The person in question has been
checked out and although somewhat
eccentric we have no reason to believe he
is dangerous.

As for his criminal record I will not
address that but suffice it to say that what I
have found is not consistent with the e-
mails I have seen.

He is about 5’11”, around 25 years old,
wore a dark knit hat, a scruffy beard, and
gray baggy sweats.

We have a large police presence in the
neighborhoods tonight for Halloween and
residents should have no concern about
letting their children trick or treat.

Nov. 18, Sunday evening, 7:00-9:30, Simon
Mall evening

Nov. 21, Wednesday, Dismissal at1:00,
start of Thanksgiving recess - No School
Nov. 22, 23. School reopens Monday, Nov.
26

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your
family from the Gates staff.

Walter McGrail
Principal

Burlington Mall,
7:00 – 9:30 PM

Wed., Nov. 21st

Early Release 
Day, 
1:00 PM dismissal

Nov. 22-23,
Thanksgiving,
NO SCHOOL

Fri., Nov. 30th

Gazette deadline
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Thanks to everyone who sent in their
Boxtops for Education. Keep sending them into
school. Thanks to Julia Bartow for helping to clip
so many this month. The fall submission was
made to General Mills, and we earned $389.10
for Gates School.

The next submission date is in March 2008.
So please ask grandparents, aunts, uncles and
friends to clip Boxtops for you too – get everyone
involved and EARN CASH FOR GATES
SCHOOL. Last year, during the 2006-07 school
year, we earned close to $700.00. Let’s try to
beat that number this year. Gates School has
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earned over $5,000 since we started submitting in
2000.

For more information, and the complete list of
participating products, go to
WWW.BOXTOPS4EDUCATION.COM. Thanks
for your participation.

Please contact Susan Bartow at 978-264-
2014 or sbkajbartow@comcast.net if you have
any questions.
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The Genevieve’s Gift Wrap pick up is scheduled for Tuesday, November 13, from 5:00-7:00pm .
Please come to the Gates School Cafeteria stage to pick up your order. All orders not picked up on
this evening, will be left on the stage with no monitoring or guarantees. We thank everyone who
participated in this fundraiser. Watch for the next Gazette to find out the total $ amount raised for our
school,

For anyone who missed this fundraiser or would like to order more of these great products, you
may do so on the Internet. Go to www.genevieves.com and click on “My Account,” then “New
Customer” and “Continue.” Complete the “My Account Information” page (make sure to put the Gates
School Account #3595). Select the items you would like to purchase, go to “Checkout,” and our
school will receive the profit from purchases made.

Susan Bartow 978-264-2014
Christine Fenniman 978-266-3734



Student Council has some special events coming up and we can't wait to tell you!
We have School Spirit Day on November 16th, 2007. Remember to show your school
spirit by wearing the school colors (blue and gold) or you may wear the Gates apparel we
are selling in the lobby. Thanks to all who participated in the Towel Drive. It was a definite
success! The school store will be open November 13th and November 27th this month
from 8:45-9:15.

Remember our next meeting is December 4th, 2007 at 8:30 P.M. Anyone is welcome
to attend our meetings. I hope to see you then!

Anjana Gupta
Student Council Gazette Reporter
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This year's Scholastic Book Fair at
Gates was a huge success! We raised
almost $3000 for teachers to purchase
books for their classrooms, and that is
above and beyond the 216 Wish List
books (for a value of $1423.) that
families bought for their teachers! The
committee would like to thank everyone
who participated in the Fair, especially
all the parent volunteers. School
Librarian Judy O'Brien was a wealth of
knowledge and helped out in so many
ways, and PTO Treasurer Sharon
Muzilla was a terrific resource. We are
lucky to be a part of such a wonderful,
generous school community. See you
next fall at the Fair!

The Scholastic Book Fair Committee:
Amanda Sullivan, Kirstin Lynch, Lana
Alarcon, and Barbara Losier
Sara Wilcox & June Montepeluso-
Faculty Representatives
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Keep feeding the Paper Retriever. We are
always in need of your recyclable paper;
newspaper, magazines, catalogs, paperback book,
mail, flyers.

The Abitibi Paper company is sponsoring
another special incentive. If we can recycle 12 tons
of paper between October 1 and March 31, we will
earn an extra $200. Currently, we are able to fill the
bin (1 ton approximately) every 2 weeks. So, in
order to earn the extra funds, we will have to fill the
bin every week. Please help us as much as you can
by bringing your recyclable paper to the Gates
Paper Retriever.
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Thank you so much for sending in
your Donelans’ receipts. We have
collected over $3000 worth so far! Please
continue to send in receipts dated
September 1, 2007- March 31, 2008.
There is a box in the lobby for the
receipts. Thank you again for your
participation in this program. If you have
any questions please contact Chris
Fenniman at cfenniman@verizon.net
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Don’t forget the Gates PTO has set up lots of services you can use that do not cost you any extra money 
but will also benefit Gates PTO.  They are as follows:

Ink/Toner recycling- send in those old ink cartridges to the Staples box in the lobby and Gates PTO 
receives money for each one.

Scrip Cards are a great gift or buy them for your next trip to the mall, grocery store, gas station, or 
restaurant. See the PTO website for an order form.

Order or renew your magazine subscriptions through QSP and Gates PTO receives a percentage of the 
sale.  Follow these easy steps: 
1. Go to www.QSP.com
2. Click on “Just Shopping”
3. Select Paul P. Gates ES (account # 425900134)
4. Choose from over 600 magazines (plus CD’s, computer games and books)

Need more wrapping paper?  
1. Go to www.genevieves.com
2. Click on the “My Account” tab then “New Customer” and then “Continue”
3. Complete the “My Account Information” page- Gates account # is 3595
4.  Proceed to check out

Donelan’s Supermarkets
Located in Acton and Littleton, Donelan’s is offering a cash register receipt exchange. Deposit your grocery 
receipts from these stores in the box in the lobby. At the end of the year we can exchange these receipts for 
needed school supplies.

If you have a Target credit card register Gates and each time you use it the PTO will benefit. It is easy 
to designate Gates school as your eligible K-12 school for donations. Simply call 1-800-316-6142 or visit 
Target.com/tcoe, find Gates school by entering the ID number 58620, Gates School’s information will 
appear, then click designate

Keep clipping those Box Tops
Thank you for supporting the PTO!
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Sweet Potatoes:
This Month’s Healthy Snack….Sweet Potato
Fries!

A veritable powerhouse of nutritional
goodness, the sweet potato is only distantly
related to the potato. And don’t call it a yam—it’s
not even the same species! The sweet potato is
a flowering perennial vine in the same family as
morning glories, with delicious, starchy, tuberous
roots. A 4-ounce serving of sweet potato (about
1/2 cup) provides 390% daily value (DV) of
vitamin A, 40% DV of vitamin C, 18% DV of fiber
and 13% DV of potassium, plus vitamin E, iron,
magnesium and phytochemicals like beta
carotene, lutein and zeaxanthin, prompting the
Center for Science in the Public Interest to call it

Makes 2 servings
ACTIVE TIME: 5 minutes
TOTAL TIME: 25 minutes    
EASE OF PREPARATION: Easy

1 large sweet potato, peeled and cut into 
wedges
2 teaspoons canola oil
1/4 teaspoon salt 
Pinch of cayenne pepper
Preheat oven to 450°F. Toss sweet potato
wedges with oil, salt and pepper. Spread the
wedges out on a rimmed baking sheet. Bake
until browned and tender, turning once, about
20 minutes total.
NUTRITION INFORMATION: Per serving:
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MCAS Schedule Spring 2008

March – April
March 24 – April 8, 2008, English / Language Arts / Reading, Grades 3 – 6
March 25, 2008, English Language Arts Composition, Grade 4

May
May 12 – 29, 2008 Math, Science, and History & Social Studies

Math – Grades 3 – 6
Science and History & Social Studies – Grade 5 only

�

Center for Science in the Public Interest to call it
one of the most nutritious vegetables in the land.
This Month’s Healthy Snack Recipe is from:
http://www.eatingwell.com/recipes/sweet_potato_
fries.html Making oven fries out of sweet
potatoes brings out their inherent sweetness.

,$'#�#�&����������
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NUTRITION INFORMATION: Per serving:
122 calories; 5 g fat (0 g sat, 3 g mono); 0 mg
cholesterol; 19 g carbohydrate; 2 g protein; 3
g fiber; 323 mg sodium; 429 mg potassium.
Nutrition bonus: Vitamin A (350% daily
value), Vitamin C (30% dv).
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• Sunday, November 18th is Simon’s Evening of Giving at the Burlington Mall

• A special evening of private shopping, prizes, special offers, store discounts held from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.in order to help us raise funds for the Gates PTO.

• $10 per person (only 100 tickets available)
– For each $10 ticket sold, $7 goes directly to the Gates PTOand $3 will be donated to the 

Simon Youth Fund

• Featured Discounts Include:
– Ann Taylor - 15% off your entire purchase
– Aeropostale - 20% off your entire purchase
– Bath & Body Works - 15% off regular price
– Build-A-Bear - $5 off $25 purchase
– Claire’s Accessories - 20% off entire purchase
– Disney Store - 20% off single item
– Macy’s - $10 Giftcard for every $50 spent
– Sharper Image - $20 off $75 purchase
– Yankee Candle - 20% off entire purchase

• For tickets, please send a check to “Gates PTO” in an envelope labeled, “Simon Mall Tickets” to 
school.  
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Thank you for supporting the Staples Recycle for
Education Program. We are continuing to earn money for
the PTO by collecting and recycling empty ink and toner
cartridges. For each cartridge submitted, the PTO will
receive $3.00. Collecting additional used cartridges from
your workplace or from aunts, uncles, grandparents, and
friends can go a long way in helping the PTO to raise

funds.
Please place your ink and toner cartridges in a plastic

bag before depositing them in the Recycle for Education
box located outside the front office at Gates. When
recycling empty laser and other large cartridges, please
use the original box for storage.

If you have any questions, please contact Kelly
Benkert at kbenk@earthlink.net
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school.  

• For questions or additional information, please contact Lana Alarcon at:  lana.alarcon@verizon.netor 
978.266.9209.



Only 12 weeks until our largest annual Gates school fundraiser, and
the committee needs your help. Everyone has something they excel at,
and we'd love you to help us. Our next meeting is Wednesday November
14th at 7:15 in the library. Please come hear plans already scheduled and
find out where your talents come in!

Check out the New AUCTION WEBSITE:
http://www.gatesschoolpto.org/auction

Thanks go to Maureen Flynn who created this informative and
colorful site. It is a great way for you and your family to see what has
been donated by local businesses, or by your neighbors and friends. It is
also a great site to check on a regular basis. As we get closer to the
auction, more and more items will be listed, so you will know what you
can bid on, or donate, in both the silent and live portions of the auction!
PLUS, this inclusive site will be your quick resource for downloading any
forms you may need.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Next Auction Meeting: Wed 11/14 at 7:15 p.m. in the Library
2008 Auction Night: Fri 2/1/08 at 6:30 p.m. at the Westford Regency
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2008 Auction Night: Fri 2/1/08 at 6:30 p.m. at the Westford Regency

Are you receiving Gates Email notices?

The Gates Email distribution list is used by Principal McGrail and the PTO
to update the Gates community on upcoming events, meetings, and other school
related information. And this year the PTO is "going electronic", which means that 
all PTO flyers, sign-up sheets, even the Gazette will go out via the Gates Email 
distribution list.

Send email to GatesSchool-owner@mailman.connactivity.com to...

* Subscribe to the list
* Update/change your email address
* Unsubscribe from the list

Note: Including your email address on the on-line emergency card does NOT
automatically add you to the Gates Email distribution list.

Please contact Lisa Benati, List Administrator, at 978-264-9145 or
mbenati@yahoo.com with any questions. 
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LANGUAGE BASED AND NON VERBAL LEARNING DISABILITIES DISCUS SION

Come join us on November 27 at 7:30 p.m. at the R.J Grey Library for a seminar led by
Dr. Elaine LeClair who will be speaking about Language Based and Nonverbal Learning
Disabilities. Dr. Le Clair will present a developmental perspective of each of these
disorders and discuss the challenges they pose both at school and at home from preschool
through adolescence. Dr. Le Clair will make suggestions to guide parents on how to help
raise children with these disabilities and will work on some practical day to day
situations. There will be a question and answer session at the end of her presentation.

Dr. LeClair is a Staff Psychologist at Children's Hospital and Director of the Pediatric
Psychology Program in the Developmental Medicine Center. She specializes in
Neurodevelopmental Disorders and Williams Syndrome. She is also an instructor at
Harvard Medical School. Dr LeClair received her M.Ed in Special Education and her Ph.D
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Harvard Medical School. Dr LeClair received her M.Ed in Special Education and her Ph.D
in Counseling Psychology both from Boston College.

In addition to hosting this meeting, ABPCC - Acton Boxborough Support Group for
Parents of Children with Challenges - will also have our monthly morning meeting at 9:30
a.m. on November 16h at ABRHS in room 217 east. We will discuss this topic in addition
to our general open session.

For further information on our group, contact Francesca Ricciardi at fmr08@verizon.net
or Lynn Armstrong at lynn.armstrong2@verizon.net.


